ShewingGoldfish

S0, youl want to show! geldfish, but dent knew.
WhHEere: to) start?

Start by. determining wihat you want to

accomplish -

= Do yourwant terwinia majer trephy?

= Do you want to try showing fish for the; 15 (o 2n
time)?

» Do you want ter become; mere active in the hobby?

Depending| on your answer, the resultsimay be

diffierent
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[Fyou want to: Win' al major trophy,, then: yourneed to
fecus on al fiew: things:
Determine the varety: thatyou Want to; Saew; mest major
trophies arerwon by Orandas, Ranchus; Lionheads and! Ryukins
Iihe fishisheuld be large; = greater than! 5 1inches

Iihe color and deportment shiould be eutstanding. Popular

WIRRING colors Include calico) red and black; red and white, blaek
& white, tri-color, ned caps

Finnage should be as Ionglas possible for Orandas and RYUKIRS;

head-growth should be fully developed for Orandas, Ranchus,
and Lienheads

Become familiar with'the breed! standards, soryourknow: how: to
select fish, and what the judges are looking) for:
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Iifyou want tershow: fishifor the 15 or 27¢ time, then you
need to fecus on a fiew: things:

s Select your best fish, and bring them| te) the show.  Don't Worhy.
about major categories, unless youlhave:a'really’good fish

s Walk'areund the shew: and meet VEnAors, other hebbyists, and
judges torget an'idealof how! they, started in goldfish

Learn, learn; learn — read books, attend meetings, look around
the internet; read the GESA: breed! standards

Have funrand ook at all therfishr— you will get tipsi iemiseeing
other: fish
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I youi want torbecome; more active in the
hebby, then you need to focusioni a fiew! things:

= Join|koiland goeldiisi clubs; obviously, the MPKSHis a
?ood choice; to get you started SO IS the GESA

oldfish Society off America) andlCGFS (Canadian
Goldfish Seciety

s Velunteer for'goldfish show duties — there's always a
need for help

s Write articles, participate in shews; velunteer to help
N judging a show

= Start breeding fish;: thisiis anrexcellent waY
become familiar with the growthiandl development of
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All'that isigreat;, but what dorl do now? I want te Show,
fiSh this year:

= Start preparing yourfish now. FEeedias muchilive fiood as
POSSible in the'next few: weeks: earthworms, brine shrimp,
stringalgae (ane youl nuts, why: woeuld I feed my: fishistring
algae®). "It live feed s unavailable, then feed frozeniieod or high
protein foods, suchras krill or fireeze-dried brine shrimp

[Feed color enhancing foods. Jihese willlbring out the colorin
your'fish. Foods containing spirulina Won't cause: the whiterto
turn: pink er yellow

Viake sure your water guality is excellent; continue partial water:
chanﬂes and'watch (and moniter) ammonia and nitrates, Red,
streaky finsiare a signi oftwater guality: problems, and Won't
show well
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All that is great, but what do I do nhow? 1 want to show fish this year

Tiake fish ofii feedl 1 week: prior: tor theishow. Tihis IS done for: practical Feasons: fish don't
look good when| polluting thelr tank; andishowing fishl prodUces|Some Stress on the fish

I pessible, brngfishinside alfew! daystbefore the show: teymake sure that they are okay.
Don'tishow fishiwith ebvious: signsioffdisease; torn or frayedifins, or external parasites

I you can'tbring fishiin befere the show, make sure You inspect them carefitlly befere you
bring| themj torthe: show

Jj0) transport fish to) the shoew, place fishiinlal plastic, bag with just eneugh Water: te; Cover: the
dorsalfin, thenfill remainder-of: bag withroxygen

Put 3 - 4 large fish in a large bag; 5 — 7 small to medium sized fish in a medium bag. Place
the ' bagsiin a fish' box; or ether storagerboxitortiansport them; tothe show

lityou'rercoming fiiom aldistance involving 2 or: more:hours ofi tfavel, place a small amount
ofif Amgueli(or similar product)rin the:bagjwith the:fishibefore'sealing the bag

Ifiyou're'coming from! a’distance greater than 2 hours, bersure torhave a supply of:oxygen
on handlin case the fish) show!signs 6ff distress
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Here are Some Things that you Shouldn’t do:

Donft show!sick fishi— ever

1f= youlbuy: arfish directly. fromrarbreeder for the ﬁurBose of showing the:fish
don't enter the fish directly in the show! the day: the breeder arives (Lnless the
breeder isilocal). Make sure torget'the fish before the'show date) soyou can
bring itthome andiacclimate)it: oo many: fishidie; asiaresultiof being
transported 3’ — 4 times duringland after a show. Besides, thefishwill e
screwed uprand won't show well

You donft have torheavily: salt goldfish afiter’a show (Seme people do thisiwith
Koj, but Keirare larger andimore tolerant ofi arsalt bathr than goldfish): I you
Want to saltl_your fish, do’it gradually: by’ adding| salt to’ thetank in which the fish
are kept — after you gethome

Don't be disappointed i yourdentt win armajor: trophy: the! 155 (or 219) time you
show/fish. Make sure!you understand why: the winning fish won, and: start
making plansiforrnext yearsishow! (Iearmifrom: the Winners)

Donftgive up



